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Eric Wilson, who came from 
Harvard, is adjusting to the 
speed of the game at the Big 
10 level. PAGE B8 

SPORTS

Transfer to Penn State  
to make his 3rd start

Details are lacking, however, 
on defraying the cost of the 
Biden administrations’s $3.5 
trillion proposal. PAGE A3 

POLITICS

Democrats say they 
know how to pay for bill

The number of people at the 
site along the Texas border 
has been reduced to about 
4,000. PAGE A3 

IMMIGRATION

Migrant camp shrinks 
as removals ramp up

The tenure of the beloved 
superintendent is nearing its 
end with his last day coming 
on Oct. 8. PAGE A4

BERKS & BEYOND

Reading School Board 
bids Mumin farewell

By Lauran Neergaard  

and Mike Stobbe

The Associated Press

The U.S. vaccination drive 
against COVID-19 stood on the 
verge of a major new phase as gov-
ernment advisers Thursday rec-
ommended booster doses of Pfiz-
er’s vaccine for millions of older or 
otherwise vulnerable Americans, 
despite doubts the extra shots will 
do much to slow the pandemic.

Advisers to the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention said 
boosters should be offered to peo-
ple 65 and older, nursing-home 
residents and those ages 50 to 64 
who have risky underlying health 
problems. The extra dose would 
be given once they are at least six 
months past their last Pfizer shot.

But deciding who else might get 
one was far tougher. While there 
is little evidence that younger 
people are at risk of waning im-
munity, the panel offered the op-
tion of a booster for those 18 to 

49 who have chronic health prob-
lems and want one.

Still, getting the unvaccinated 
their first shots remains the top 
priority, and the panel wrestled 
with whether the booster debate 
was distracting from that goal.

All three of the COVID-19 vac-
cines used in the U.S. still are 
highly protective against severe 
illness, hospitalization and death, 
even amid the spread of the extra-
contagious delta variant. But only 
about 182 million Americans are 

fully vaccinated, just 55% of the 
population.

“We can give boosters to peo-
ple, but that’s not really the an-
swer to this pandemic,” said Dr. 
Helen Keipp Talbot of Vanderbilt 
University. “Hospitals are full be-
cause people are not vaccinated. 
We are declining care to people 
who deserve care because we are 
full of unvaccinated COVID-pos-
itive patients.”

Thursday’s decision repre-
sented a dramatic scaling back 

of the Biden administration plan, 
announced last month, to dis-
pense boosters to nearly every-
one to shore up their protection. 
Late Wednesday, the Food and 
Drug Administration, like the 
CDC, signed off on Pfizer boost-
ers for a much more targeted slice 
of the American population than 
the White House envisioned.

It falls to the CDC to set final 
U.S. policy on who qualifies for 
the extra shot.

CORONAVIRUS

U.S. sets stage for booster shots for millions
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Terry Mohler, left, Kenhorst public works employee, and Dwayne Hart, a supervisor, put up one of the Rabbit Run signs on 
Route 625 in the borough. The creek was named after the character Rabbit from the novels by the late acclaimed author 
John Updike, who was raised in Berks County.

By Lisa Scheid

lscheid@readingeagle.com

The small stream named 
for one of Berks County’s 
most famous natives now 
has official signs.

This week workers from 
Kenhorst installed Rab-
bit Run signs at the stream 
that begins in Shilling-
ton, the hometown of cele-
brated author John Updike. 
The stream cuts through 
Cumru Township and con-
tinues through Kenhorst, 
where it empties into the 
Angelica Creek.

The stream was named 
Rabbit Run a few years ago 
as part of an Earth Day con-
test. It is also the title of a 
novel that launched the ca-
reer of Updike, a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize winner who 
once worked as a copy boy 
at the Reading Eagle.

Updike, a prolific 20th-

century novelist, poet and 
essayist, lived in the home 
of his birth along Philadel-
phia Avenue from 1932 until 
1945, when he and his family 
moved to Plowville. Updike’s 
upbringing in the Reading 
suburb influenced much of 
his writings, including the 

novel “Rabbit, Run” and its 
sequels.

Rabbit was the main char-
acter. Updike died in 2009.

Updike Society president 
James Plath said he thought 
the new creek name might 
interest pilgrims on the Up-
dike trail.

Many are expected to 
visit Berks next month 
when a historical marker is 
dedicated at his childhood 
home and the biennial Up-
dike conference is held. The 
two-day conference is be-
ing held at Alvernia Univer-
sity and Gov. Mifflin High 
School.

The conference also will 
feature walking tours of 
Shillington Updike sites 
and a bus tour of the area, 
with stops at the Pagoda, 
Robeson Evangelical Lu-
theran (Plow) Church and 
Cemetery, and Weaver’s Or-
chards to see the Plowville 
farmhouse.

“Updike wasn’t necessar-
ily an environmental writer, 
but he loved Berks County as 
much as anyone can love a 
place,” Plath said in a news 
release.

Updike’s first four novels 

KENHORST

FLOWING TRIBUTE
Rabbit Run creek gets its signs to honor John Updike
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The section of Rabbit Run that flows to Angelica Creek 
along Governor Drive in Cumru Township.

By David Mekeel

dmekeel@readingeagle.com

The Boyertown School District has joined a 
growing number of school districts with a diffi-
cult busing problem.

Students are missing buses. Buses are picking 
up and dropping off students at varying times. 
Routes are being changed without warning.

Some students are spending more than 90 min-
utes on a bus. And some students don’t even have 
access to buses.

District officials know things are bad, and they 
know why.

In a letter sent to parents Tuesday, Superinten-
dent Marybeth Torchia wrote that 
a nationwide bus driver shortage 
has hit the district hard. And the 
district is desperately searching 
for answers.

Torchia wrote that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has severely im-
pacted school transportation. In 
Boyertown, it has left the district 
extremely short-handed.

More bus drivers are not show-
ing up for work and giving no notice, she wrote.

“Jobs remain unfilled,” Torchia said. “Ad-
ministrators, district police and security team 
members and business office staff are driving 
routes.”

The district contracts with Bally-based Quig-
ley Bus Service to provide busing for students. 
Torchia wrote that they, too, are undermanned.

“Quigley management and office team mem-
bers are covering runs,” she wrote. “Family mem-
bers are covering office phones.”

Torchia wrote that she wasn’t making excuses 
for the situation, just providing facts.

“I don’t have and cannot hire enough resources 
to address everything happening with Boyertown 
Area School District transportation,” she wrote.

The result of the driver shortage has been un-
reliable and, sometimes, nonexistent bus service.

BOYERTOWN SCHOOLS

Driver 
shortage 
causing 
crisis
Superintendent paints grim 
picture of busing situation
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Pick 2 (Sept. 23): 5-3+6 
 (Day: 3-7+4)

Pick 3 (Sept. 23): 7-8-3+6 
 (Day: 2-1-7+4)

Pick 4 (Sept. 23):  
 8-6-0-7+6 
 (Day: 1-9-9-5 +4)

Pick 5 (Sept. 23): 
8-7-0-2-6+6  
(Day: 3-2-9-0-4+4)

Treasure Hunt (Sept. 23): 
2-4-9-11-21

Cash 5 (Sept. 23): 
6-10-23-34-41

Match 6 (Sept. 23): 
7-20-21-25-26-35

Powerball (Sept. 22): 
20-40-47-55-63 
Powerball: 5 
Power Play: 3

Double Play (Sept. 22):  
6-7-36-41-59 
Powerball: 7

Mega Millions (Sept. 21): 
36-41-45-51-56 
Mega Ball: 13 
Megaplier: 3

Cash 4 Life (Sept. 23): 
18-27-29-55-58 
Cash ball: 1

All numbers unofficial until 
validated.

LOTTERY

“It is true that students 
who enrolled for the start 
of school still do not have 
busing in some instances,” 
she wrote. “It is true that 
parents are being told that 
they have busing, simply to 
have a driver miss the stu-
dent’s stop.”

Torchia wrote that dis-
trict officials are trying to 
find ways to overcome the 
challenges. They’re using 
other contractors where 
possible, they’re consoli-
dating runs, they’re updat-
ing routes, they’re meeting 
daily with officials from 
Quigley.

“Still, at the end of the 
day, we are suffering from 
the same school transpor-
tation issues being seen 
across the country and 
are struggling with what 
to do and how to gener-
ate human resources to 
fill empty positions,” she 
wrote.

Torchia said that add-
ing bus drivers is no easy 
task. Even if candidates 
are found, they need train-
ing and can take weeks to 
get up to speed enough to 
get behind the wheel.

“The situation is with-
out a simple, or even com-
plex, solution,” she wrote. 
“The only thing we can 
do is to say that we know. 
We are searching for an-
swers. We are dedicating 
resources to the issue.

“And, we are continuing 
to ask for patience, which 
we understand our fami-
lies are running out of.”

Torchia wrote that par-
ents should monitor the 
district’s Infinite Campus 
Parent Portal for updates 
about transportation. She 
wrote that changes could 
happen even to already es-
tablished bus routes, and 
that pickup and drop-off 
times and locations may 
be altered.

Torchia closed her let-
ter by acknowledging that 
the busing situation is un-
acceptable.

“None of us are happy, 
especially those of you who 
are still struggling to get 
your child to school,” she 
wrote. “I am not pleased, 
either. Neither is Quigley. 
The time for apologies has 
come and gone.”

Torchia encouraged 
anyone interested in be-
coming a driver for Quig-
ley or working in schedul-
ing or dispatch to contact 
the district.

“In the meantime, we 
will continue to work 
through things as quickly 
as we can by stretching re-
sources, thinking outside 
the box and researching 
other districts and their 
solutions,” she wrote.

Boyertown is not the 
only Berks County school 
district to struggle with 
busing to start the school 
year.

On Tuesday the Read-
ing School District an-
nounced that it would be 
altering its transportation 
plan because of a shortage 
of bus drivers. There will 
be new routes, new pickup 
and drop-off times and 
new start and end days 
for many students taking 
effect Monday.

Shortage
FROM PAGE 1

were set in Berks County, 
and all his award-winning 
fiction has a Pennsylvania 
landscape.

Plath said society mem-
bers from as far away as 
Japan, Brazil, Serbia and 
France who come to Read-
ing for the Updike house 
dedication will want to see 
the Rabbit Run signs, too, 
and maybe pose by it for a 
photo.

“It’s a fun name for a se-
rious project,” Plath said, 
adding that the society is 
happy to pay for the signs 
as a show of its support.

The John Updike Child-
hood Home will host a Penn-
sylvania Historical and Mu-
seum Commission marker 
dedication ceremony at 1 
p.m. Oct. 2. The site’s Na-
tional Registry of Historic 
Places plaque also will be 
unveiled at the house on 117 
Philadelphia Ave.

The Mifflin School Dis-
trict donated items per-
taining to Updike that will 
be on display as people tour 
the house for the first time. 
Mifflin is also providing 
meeting space for the morn-
ing academic sessions and 
afternoon panel for the con-
ference on Oct. 2.

How it happened
The idea to name the 

creek was born in 2016 
through conversations be-
tween the newly formed 
Angelica Creek Water-
shed Association’s found-
ing members and Miff-
lin high school biology 
teacher Jennifer Stinson, 
who was faculty adviser 
to a student environmen-
tal club.

Once the name Rabbit 
Run was selected, to get 
it officially named the wa-
tershed association had 
to obtain permission and 
support letters from the 

three municipalities in-
volved.

The association also 
sought and received a sim-
ilar letter of support from 
the Berks Planning Com-
mission. All the documen-
tation was submitted to the 
U.S. Board of Geographic 
Names, an office in the U.S. 
Geological Survey, which 
approved the naming in 
May 2018.

The watershed associ-
ation, a program of Berks 
Nature, removed more than 
120 tires and tons of trash 

from the creek’s edge. Nam-
ing creeks can make a dif-
ference, say environmental 
experts, even with small 
tributaries such as Rabbit 
Run.

“We are so excited about 
the signage being placed 
on New Holland Road,” 
said Jill Kemp, president of 
the watershed association, 
in a news release. “Rab-
bit Run is a really special 
stream, and many people 
don’t even know it’s there. 
But with these signs it’ll be 
hard to miss.”

Tribute
FROM PAGE 1
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The John Updike Childhood Home will host a Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission marker dedication ceremony at 1 p.m. Oct. 2 at Updike’s childhood home at 
117 Philadelphia Ave., Shillington.

Unvaccinated 
targeted

CDC Director Dr. Ro-
chelle Walensky opened 
Thursday’s meeting by 
stressing that vaccinating 
the unvaccinated remains 
the top goal “here in Amer-
ica and around the world.”

Walensky acknowledged 
that the data on who really 
needs a booster right away 
“are not perfect.” 

“Yet collectively they form 
a picture for us,” she said, 
“and they are what we have 
in this moment to make 
a decision about the next 
stage in this pandemic.”

The CDC panel stressed 

its recommendations will 
be changed if new evidence 
shows more people need a 
booster.

The CDC advisers ex-
pressed concern over the 

millions more Americans 
who received Moderna or 
Johnson & Johnson shots 
early in the vaccine rollout. 
The government still hasn’t 
considered boosters for those 

brands and has no data on 
whether it is safe or effective 
to mix-and-match and give 
those people a Pfizer shot.

The CDC presented data 
showing the vaccines still of-
fer strong protection for all 
ages, but there is a slight drop 
among the oldest adults. And 
immunity against milder in-
fection appears to be waning 
months after people’s initial 
immunization.

Among people who stand 
to benefit from a booster, 
there are few risks, the CDC 
concluded. Serious side ef-
fects from the first two Pfizer 
doses are exceedingly rare, 
including heart inflamma-
tion that sometimes occurs 
in younger men. Data from 
Israel, which has given nearly 
3 million people, mostly 60 
and older. a third Pfizer dose, 
has uncovered no red flags.

Booster
FROM PAGE 1
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The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine on Jan. 12 in Jackson, Miss. 
Government advisers have recommended extra doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine for millions of Americans.

By Marc Levy
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG » Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s administration be-
came so concerned about 
how three cases of neglect 
or abuse of older people 
were handled in Philadel-
phia that it is ordering im-
provements at an agency 
there, but officials are re-
fusing to disclose what hap-
pened to those three people, 
or whether they are alive.

The Aug. 6 letter by Wolf’s 
Department of Aging secre-
tary, Robert Torres, came 
weeks after staff at the 
state agency began raising 
alarms, including that case-
workers’ case loads were 
above the limit in state law.

Torres’ letter went to the 
president of the Philadel-

phia Corporation for Aging, 
a nonprofit with a state con-
tract to field and respond to 
calls about elder abuse and 
neglect in the city.

A copy requested by The 
Associated Press was heavily 
redacted. The redactions left 
it unclear whether those three 
adults are alive or dead, and 
the department and the non-
profit have refused to disclose 
what happened to them.

The AP is appealing the 
redactions.

An internal email in late 
June by the director of the 
department’s protective-
services office may give de-
tails about one case.

In it, Denise Getgen 
wrote to a colleague to 
ask why a PCA caseworker 
would find out that an older 
person “is possibly sick and 

dehydrated, and incapaci-
tated and then not act im-
mediately to assess and/or 
address these serious med-
ical concerns?”

Two of the cases had been 
“terminated,” or closed, 
while one remained active, 
Torres’ letter said.

Orders issued
Among other things, Tor-

res ordered PCA to retrain its 
staff on medical risk and in-
tervention, and write a policy 
on when caseworkers must 
see potential victims in per-
son and on what to do when a 
caseworker can’t get in touch 
with a potential victim.

The Philadelphia Corpo-
ration for Aging is one of 52 
local agencies across Penn-
sylvania, some of which are 
county-run while others are 

nonprofits, that field calls 
about elder abuse or ne-
glect. They employ case-
workers to investigate and 
coordinate with doctors, 
service providers and if nec-
essary, law enforcement.

In recent years, the num-
ber of such calls has risen, 
according to state data.

Most calls involve an el-
derly person who lives alone 
or with a family member or 
caregiver. Poverty is often a 
factor.

Philadelphia has been one 
of the lowest-rated agencies 
in the department’s stop-
light-colored rating system 
for grading county-based 
agencies after state inspec-
tors periodically review a 
sample of cases.

The department doesn’t 
publicly post those ratings, 

but has provided them upon 
request by the AP.

Najja Orr, PCA’s presi-
dent, said Wednesday that 
the pandemic has worsened 
long-standing difficulties in 
recruiting people to do the 
demanding job of a case-
worker.

The PCA’s biggest challenge 
over the past few months has 
been staffing, while hot tem-
peratures made the summer 
a trying stretch, as Philadel-
phia saw three heat adviso-
ries, Orr said.

The agency is working to 
hire more caseworkers, sat-
isfy Torres’ requests and fol-
low state laws, Orr said, even 
as he acknowledged that 
caseworkers are struggling 
to balance large case loads.

“Our goal is to make sure 
that we hone in on those ar-

eas and to try to identify the 
areas that they’d like us to 
strengthen and then work 
very collaboratively, closely 
with them,” Orr said.

Torres’ Aug. 6 letter is 
one of the department’s 
starkest warnings in recent 
years to any of the county-
based agencies it oversees.

In it, Torres said the 
cases “are very concern-
ing” and that the letter is a 
“formal notification of non-
compliance.”

“The Department re-
quires assurances that suf-
ficient and appropriate ac-
tions are being taken to pro-
tect older adults from all 
types of abuse and that re-
sponsive, quality protective 
services are being delivered 
in Philadelphia County,” 
Torres wrote.

PHILADELPHIA 

State presses agency over elder abuse, neglect

By Mark Scolforo
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG » An elected 
county prosecutor in Penn-
sylvania was charged 
Wednesday with violently 
raping a woman he knew 
through work, leaving her 
home only after she told 
him she would not call po-
lice, authorities said.

Somerset County Dis-
trict Attorney Jeffrey Lynn 
Thomas, 36, was accused of 

attacking the woman in her 
Windber home Saturday. He 
was charged with rape, in-
decent and simple assault, 
strangulation and criminal 
trespassing.

The Republican’s law-
yer, Ryan Tutera, said that 
Thomas was not guilty, and 
that Thomas’ wife was work-
ing to get him bailed out of 
the Cambria County jail.

“We deny any allegations 
being made against him,” 
Tutera said.

Tutera said he has not 
spoken with Thomas and 
declined to say whether 
Thomas plans to resign. A 
preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for next week.

The criminal complaint’s 
police affidavit said the 
woman told investigators 
that Thomas had repeat-
edly contacted her for sev-
eral years to seek a sexual 
relationship, and would 
routinely drive around her 
house.

At about 11 p.m. Saturday, 
he sent her an Snapchat 
message saying he would 
be at her home in minutes, 
to which she responded he 
was not welcome and to 
stay away. Shortly after-
ward, he walked uninvited 
into her home with several 
beer cans and handed her 
one, police said.

She repeatedly told him 
to leave and slapped him, 
police said. He then struck 
her face, causing her nose to 

bleed, then pulled down her 
top and undressed himself, 
according to the affidavit.

“During the assault, 
Thomas grabbed her by 
the neck making it hard to 
breath(e),” investigators al-
leged.

When she demanded he 
leave, he grabbed her by 
the hair and asked if she 
planned to contact police. 
He left when she said she 
would not, police said.

Attorney General Josh 

Shapiro, whose office was 
designated by a county 
judge to prosecute the case, 
called the charges “deeply 
disturbing.”

Thomas “is entrusted 
by the public to uphold the 
law and serve as a voice for 
victims,” Shapiro said in a 
statement. “I commend the 
bravery of the victim that 
has come forward — that is 
never an easy thing to do, es-
pecially when your abuser is 
a powerful elected official.”

SOMERSET COUNTY

Prosecutor charged with raping woman in her home
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