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“All I can say is that we
‘inally got over the hump,” said
Jtinois Wesleyan -coach Dennis
Bridges of the vielorioius

Wesleyan Titans after they had
=arried him off the floer on the
shoulders of the mad throng at
Tuesday

Horton Fieldhouse
sight. “We finally got over the
hump.**

-1t took a long shoi in the f{inal
second of the 111th game of this
Tom
(Gramkow 10 net the 9-68
Jecision for the Titans over
[llinols State Unlversity in one
of the wildest gemes in the en-
tire history of the series after
Lincoln
had apparently
given the Redbirds the viclory
with a long shut 37 seconds!

ancient = series |, by

Greg  Guy, the

gharpshooter,

hefore the game's end.

By winithg, Wesleyan finish-|
ed its competition with Illinois:
Siate with a 6942 edge In . a ‘
series afﬁcially inaugrated. in

1802,

"Confidence, pmse and a great
comeback in the first half after
the Cardinal clad athletes had
leads as high as eight points at
two astages of the game and had
held a four-point advantage as
late as the final seven minutes
of play. The IWU quintet which

was -ragged at times in the first}
half and went to dressing room

behind 39-32, but came back
with 2 great second half per-|!

formance to finally knot the

count- at 4:16 when Sheldon

Thompson hooked one over the

C e -'-:P#i’s*‘zinéﬁh::i

i

1t was & partxcularly bitter|
plll for Goy to swailow who had
dominated ‘the play the first
half - and  finished his night’s
work with 10 bagkets in 23 shots
and had canned 2-of his 5 op-
portunities at the foul lane, The
Lincoln youth. apparently  had
clinched the decision for his
club—then  Gramkow  came;
through in the final second.

A snceessful free throw .by
John Bigson on Guy's foul had
given Wesleyan the lead at 6766
30 seconds before Guy banked
his 10th bucket,

This was the kind of a-game
that - has usually marked this
series the lead changing hands
11 times in the first half while
the score was deadlocked three;
times.

BeHer Sheoting

The key 1o the game ungues-
!tionably was bettet shooting the;
second half for the winners, The'

1

Titans were as cold as the
weather onfgide ‘the first haif]
when the Redbirds hit 16 of 31
shots for a sivzling 516 per cent
while the best Wesleyan could

But in the new half the tables
were” turned with Wesleyan
cracking 17 of 38 shots for .47
per cent. The final figure was;
449 against the Titans .370.

The sturdier ISU quintei did
have the advantage on the
hoards #s was expected, wind-

Wesleyan's 36.
Jim Smith had a fine game

waiting ISU sentinels. for the Birds and Myron Lit-
y willer did a lot of damage on
Twe-Minute Stall  lipe poards, snaring 10 rebounds,

The Redbirds thén weni inio 2 one less than Smith, the ISU

possession game and whiled,
away two full minutes until they
losi the basketball, and with
i:43 showing on the clock, Fred
Evans - fafled to convert
Jerry Crabiree’s foul.

on

leader in this department

Four Straight Misses
The shot chart shows that the
losers rmssed 43 shots and ISU
55.

do was 10 of 35 for a lowly .286. '

“The viciérs made good -oh
three more free throws with 14
of 24 while the lesers hit 12 of
90. However four conseculive
migses at the foul lané did hurt
the: Wesleyan pause appreciably
late in- the first half :when ISU
Coach Jim Collie’s club took aj
seven-point lead. '

tory for the poise of the Tifans
was a major factor in-the sense-
tional finish when it appeared
thai the chips were down .and
that they were a beafen five.

" Took Heme Net

crowd that saw this barnburner
with the enthusiasm iopping
anythmg seen’in the two cities
in yeats becanse so much was

IL was close lo a capacity’

drnp but the Titans refused to
fold, and ther: their great. little -
ﬂoorguardbankedthegoa!that. ¢
spelled- victory as the gin. et
off enditig play. :

The Titans’ smtchmg ‘Mman-
to-man defense won again, and
while the zone that the Redbirds’

lemployed gave fhem fits the
ifirst halfl, they did solve it in -
It was deﬂmtely a team vie-

the secund half, SHeldon
Thompson in particolar finding
{he answers. : .
Wesleyan's freshmen made it
a gala night all around by
whipping the firslk-year men

from Tlinois State, 8464, with

| John Lester and’ Steve Weigand
both hanging six - suceessful
shots. Craig Splers had eight
baskets for the losers.

SUMMARY

ILLINOIS STATE

VARSITY SUMMARY R
FGM FGA FTM FTA. aeb,_

54 Frosh WU Frosh

at siak®, and the Titans whoits # . 9
carried Bridges off the court on{ » 0 Prombo
their shoulders after the. game| § & Eedsrice
also managed to cut the nets off| { § Byine
both baskets. PS5 3 e

It was partictlarly: fough 8 ¢ 5 Mgt
faif for" the ‘Redhirds who had}® | 1e%" .
held a comfortableé lead for thej2 ¥ =R
greater part of the struggle toljjy e

ing up with 43 rebounds to;Totals

' Wesleyan

Jim Smith . & 11 2 6 11
Myron Litwiller 2 5 1 110 2
‘Dave Handy 39 1 1 7 0
| Grey Guy 16 23 2 5 3 €
Jerry Crabtree 4 9 & 7 9 5
Dule Junssen 1 2 ¢ 0 3 9
Sherrill Campbell 2 3 0 o9 0 ©
28 62 12 20 43 9
LLINOIS WESLEYAN FGM FGA FTM FTA Reb A
Sheiden -Thompson ¥ 15 3 5 8 =0
John Gibson: 3213 3 &3 7 3
fred Evans 4 14 5 9 13 0
Tom Gramkew 9 18 2 3 1 O
Stan Broers 319 2 2 4 0O
Mark Yoniz ¢ ¥ 0 2 2 0O
Don Wright 1 2 0 0 Y O
Tolals 27 73 15 24 36, .3
lHinpis. State ' : 3% .
32




